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TIMELINE OF BRITISH LITERARY HISTORY

TODAYC. 450

1500 -1660
Renaissance Period

1910 - 1936
Georgian Period

1785 - 1837
Romantic Period

450 - 1066
Old English Period

1945 - PRESENT
Postmodern Period

1837 - 1901
Victorian Period

1914 - 1945
Modern Period

1660 - 1785 
Neoclassical Period

1901 - 1914
Edwardian Period

1066 - 1500
Middle English Period





MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD

Defined by epic adventures, 

heroes and a devotion to God



3 Forms of Church Drama

- Miracle Plays : About the life of 
saints; consists plots and characters 
from the Bible; Ex. Resurrection of 
Lazarus, Play of St. Catharine

- Morality Plays : Dramatizes the 
meaning of religion in terms of 
everyday human experience; 
allegories of right and wrong; 
teaches right & wrong; Everyman is 
a famous example

- Mystery Plays : Usually a cycle play 
such as those of York or Chester; 
dealt with scriptural and biblical 
events; Ex. noah’s Ark, death on the 
cross, Christs Nativity



RENAISSANCE PERIOD
The Golden Age of English Literature

Beginning with the fall of Constantinople, Renaissance is a 
french word that means “rebirth.”

It particularly refers to a  renewed interest in classical 
learning, i.e., the writings of ancient Greece and Rome. 
Renaissance humanism also laid emphasis on individual 
experience and the here and now instead of religion, 
fantasy and supernatural realms of the soul.

Named after Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) it is also known 
as Elizabethan Age and Age of Shakespeare

Edmund Spenser’s Spenserian Stanza ; The conceits of 
Metaphysical poetry ; Milton’s Epic; Sir Thomas More’s
Utopia

A Time of Action, Invention and Discovery

Cavalier or the Caroline Poets favoured Charles I during the 

Puritan Age, the age of pure Christianity when theatres 

were banned for 11 years (1649 - 1660). John Milton was 

the representative poet of this age.



NEOCLASSICAL PERIOD

Longest period of Literature. 

Age of Restoration : Theatres were restored and monarchy 
was re-established with the return of Charles II from France.
Age of Reason & Enlightenment : Supremacy of logic & The 
Rise of Science (1660 -1700)
Augustan Age (1714-1760) : self conscious imitation of the 
original Augustan writers, Virgil and horace by many writers 
of this period.
Age of Transition (1745 - 1798) :The double tendencies • Two 
movements can be noticed clearly – classicism and romanticism 

-Order, Accuracy and Structure; The age wished to understand 
instead of imagine. Concerned with human nature and supremacy 
of reason.
-Major writers of the age were Alexander Pope, Samuel Johnson 
and John Dryden in poetry; Jonathan Swift and Joseph Addison in 
prose.



ROMANTIC PERIOD

Romantic AgeAge of Reason

While 18thC poets had celebrated man’s intellect and reason,  19thC 
poets rejected the same mostly owing to the French Revolution 
(1789-1799) which stirred interest in democratic ideals with french 
citizens storming the Bastille in Paris as a result. 

Motto : “liberty, equality, fraternity.”

1792 Reign of terror started in France; Monarchy was abolished; 
Jacobins took control and established a Republic
1793 King Louis XVI, Queen Marie Antoinette and 17000 aristocrats 
were guillotined.

Poets- Pre Romantics : Burns, Grey, Cowper, 
Thomson
1st Generation : Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, 
Southey
2nd Generation : Keats, Byron, Shelley, 
Prose: Austen, Bronte, Hawthorne, Melville,Scott, 
Mary Shelley



Charles Dickens    H.G. Wells    Joseph 
Conrad    

Lewis Carroll Thomas Hardy    Oscar Wilde
Romantic and Gothic Elements

Social Problem  Novels
Naturalism

VICTORIAN PERIOD

A long period of peace, 
prosperity, refined sensibilities 
and national self-confidence 
for Britain

Lord Alfred Tennyson Robert Browning 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning     Matthew Arnold
Strong desire to connect to the past
Skepticism about religion
Sense of Humor



EDWARDIAN PERIOD / GEORGIAN PERIOD
Literature before the 1st World War

(Edwardian Period)

the British Empire



MODERN PERIOD



POSTMODERN PERIOD
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